Driffield  Rural  District  Council 


Medical  Officer's 

Annual  Report 

for  J9J3. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Meinbers  of  the  Driffield 
Rural  Dishdct  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  now  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  1913. 
The  general  death  rate  is  the  lowest  for  the  past  eight  years,  con- 
siderably lower  than  the  rate  in  the  Rural  Districts  for  1912  and 
rather  less  than  in  1913. 

The  deaths  of  Infants  (under  one  year  of  age)  were  32 : 
a shade  less  than  in  1911,  but  a third  more  than  in  1912. 

There  has  been  a large  decrease  (of  nearly  50  per  cent.)  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified,  and  if  we  except  the 
the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  (23  in  number),  of  75  per  cent.,  which  is 
gratifying.  Fifteen  deaths  were  recorded  from  these  diseases — 2 
from  Enteric  Fever,  2 from  Diphtheria,  and  11  from  Tuberculous 
disease. 

The  birth  rate  is  stationary  : about  the  same  as  last  year. 
Owing  to  a slight  (estimated)  increase  of  population,  it  is  actually  a 
trifle  lower  (-11);  it  is  rather  less  than  the  birth  rate  in  the  Rural 
Districts  for  1912,  and  the  same  for  the  Rural  Districts  as  in  1913. 
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Physical  Features  and  General 
Characteristics  of  the  District. 

These  were  fully  referred  to  in  my  reports  for  1911  and 
1912,  which  may  be  quoted  for  reference  as  they  still  hold  good  and 
are  unchanged. 

There  is  no  Hospital  of  any  kind  in  the  District ; the  want 
of  this  is  greatly  felt,  especially  with  regard  to  Infectious  Cases. 
The  Driffield  Cottage  Hospital  takes  m^'dical  and  surgical,  but  no 
infectious  cases,  and  it  is  for  this  latter  class  that  an  Isolation 
Hospital  is  urgently  required,  with  a view  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
Epidemics.  Driffield,  as  an  important  centre,  is  quite  worthy  of  a 
Hospital  of  this  nature  in  its  immediate  vicinity  as  it  is  not  poss  ble 
to  secure  isolation  in  the  cottages. 

The  number  of  Paupers  from  the  District  returned  during 
1913  was  384 — consisting  of  out-of-door,  247  ; workhouse  and  other 
institutions,  91  ; lunatics  in  asylum,  31  ; boarded-out  children  and 
non-resident  paupers,  15.  This  gives  a rate  of  31*6308  per  1000,  or 
3*163  per  cent,  of  the  whole  population  of  the  District,  which  is  about 
4 per  1000  less  than  in  1912. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

This  is  the  same  as  in  past  years,  with  the  exception  that 
Nafferton  has  been  supplied  with  pure  water  from  the  Waterworks 
since  May,  1912.  No  cases  of  Enteric  have  occurred  there  in  1913, 
and  194  houses  have  been  supplied  with  the  water,  i.e.  about  two- 
thirds  of  the  total  number,  and  more  applications  are  being  received 
since  the  commencement  of  1914  A fully  detailed  account  of  this 
scheme  was  given  in  my  report  for  1912. 

Of  the  four  cases  of  Enteric  in  the  District  notified  in  1913 
none  have  been  directly  traceable  to  contaminated  water  supply. 

Wells  at  Weaverthorpe,  Tibthorpe,  Brigham,  Kilham, 
North  Dalton,  Langtoft,  Hutton,  Wetwang,  Butterwick,  Eroding- 
ham,  Little  Driffield  and  Helperthorpe  have  undergone  repairs. 

The  Ponds  at  Fimber,  W('twang,  Langtoft,  Middleton, 
Helperthorpe,  Foxholes,  Poston  and  North  Dalton  have  been  cleaned 
out. 


POPULATION. 


The  surplus  of  births  over  deaths  actually  taking  place  in 
the  District  during  1913  was  128,  and  if  we  estimate  that  115  left 
the  neighbourhood,  and  add  13  for  actual  increase,  this  will  give  an 
estimated  population  of  12138  at  the  middle  of  last  year. 

Thus  the  number  of  inhabitants  for  the  Sub-Districts  would 
be  *. — Driffield  3010,  Bainton  3440,  Poston  2204,  Langtoft  3484. 

BIRTH  RATE. 


During  1913  the  Births  of  265  children  were  registered  in 
the  Dj^strict,  and  there  were  5 transferable  births  as  well,  making 
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270  in  all.  This  is  about  the  same  as  in  1912,  but  rather  less  than 
the  average  (281)  for  the  five  previous  years. 

The  Birth  Bate  (nett)  for  the  whole  district  was  22-24,  the 
lowest  since  1906,  and  -11  lower  than  in  1912. 

Births  in  the  Four  Sub-Districts. 


Population. 

Leg. 

meg. 

Total 

Bate. 

Langtoft 

3484 

62 

6 

68 

19-5177 

Driffield 

3010 

63 

0 

68 

22-5913 

Bainton 

3440 

73 

8 

81 

23-5462 

Boston 

2204 

45 

3 

48 

21-7785 

12188 

243 

22 

265 

22-24 

The  Birth  Bate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1913,  exclusive 
of  96  larger  and  146  smaller  towns,  was  22-2. 

The  total  number  of  illegitimate  children  born  in  the 
District  was  22  (the  same  as  in  1912),  viz  : 12  boys  and  10  girls,  and 
to  this  must  be  added  5 transferable  births,  3 boys  and  2 girls,  or 
27  in  all,  i e.  to  say  10  per  cent,  of  all  children  born  were  illegitimate, 
which  is  the  same  as  last  year. 

Taking  those  actually  born  in  the  Di^trictJ  and  excluding 
transf arables,  we  have  : 

Bainton  highest  with  8,  i.e.  36*4  of  the  total. 

Langtoft  came  second  with  6,  i.e.  27  3 of  the  total. 

Driffield  was  third  with  5.  i.e.  2-2-545  of  the  total. 

Boston  was  lowest  with  3,  i e.  13-65  of  the  total. 

So  that  the  number  of  these  births  has  increased  by  more  than  50 
per  cent,  in  Bainton,  is  about  the  same  in  Langtoft  and  Boston,  and 
has  decreased  by  more  than  50  per  cent,  in  Driffield  (S.-D  ). 

In  dealing  with  such  small  figures,  however,  I would  warn 
you  against  drawing  any  conclusions  as  to  the  fertility  or  morality  of 
the  various  sub-districts  ; it  is  probably  a matter  of  chance  for  the 
most  pait,  and  in  successive  years  these  proportions  are  quite  likely 
to  vary. 

mortality. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  1913,  as  dying  in 
the  district  was  138,  and  to  these  29  must  be  added  as  having  died 
outside,  and  3 deaths  of  non-residents  must  be  subtracted,  thus 
making  164  deaths  belonging  to  the  District. 

The  Death  Bate  was  ll'll  for  those  dying  in  the  District, 
and  13-509  for  the  whole  number,  as  compared  with  12-453  and 
13  85  in  1912. 

The  corrected  rate  is  11-53  for  the  total  number;  this  is 
less  than  the  corrected  rural  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  which 
was  12  1 in  1913. 

The  average  age  at  death,  including  infants,  was  41-968,  or 
exclusive  of  these  55-386  ; the  oldest  (man)  lived  to  93  years,  and  42 
persons — 25  males  and  17  females — attained  the  age  of  70. 

September,  November  and  December  were  the  healthiest 
months  with  5 death  in  each  ; March  and  October  the  most  fatal, 
with  18  deaths  respectively. 
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There  were  16  Inquests  held.  In  5 of  these  death  was  due 
to  accident,  in  1 to  suicide  by  hanging,  the  remaining  10  were 
returned  as  due  to  natural  causes,  but  I cannot  find  that  any  post- 
mortem examination  was  held. 

Of  the  accidental  deaths,  1 was  of  a baby  suffocated  in  its 
sleep,  1 was  caused  by  a fall  of  chalk,  whilst  excavating,  1 by  a 
motor  bicycle  accident,  and  1 was  that  of  a man  who  was  run  over 
by  a waggon,  and  1 from  tetanus  caused  by  an  injury  to  the  hand. 

Of  these  inquests  6 were  held  in  the  Driffield  S.-D.,  5 in 
Bainton  S -D.,  3 in  Langtoft  S.-D.,  and  2 in  Foston  S.-D. 


Deaths  were  caused  by  the  following  diseases  in  1913 : — 


Enteric  Fever 

No. 

2 

1913 

•164 

Rate  in 

1912  1911  1910  1909 

•082  -082  0 -9 

Measles 

3 

247 

•082 

•082  no  stat.  avail. 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

161 

•46 

•49  -37  -09 

Diphtheria 

2 

•164 

•246 

0 -09  -09 

Influenza 

1 

•082 

0 

no  stat.  available. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

6 

•494 

•492 

•66  85  -65 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 
*Other  Tuber.  Diseases 

3 

•247 

•329 

no  stat.  available. 

2 

•164 

•46 

•41  1-6  -74 

Cancer 

12 

107 

•902 

1*485  1-23  -93 

Rheumatic  Fever 

1 

•082 

•082 

•082  no  stat.  avail. 

Heart  Disease 

12 

1-07 

1-38 

•907  2 17  1-8 

Bronchitis 

11 

•906 

•574 

99  1-13  1-02 

Pneumonia 

7 

•576 

•82 

•825  104  1-02 

Diarrhoea 

4 

•329 

•164 

•495  -09  -18 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Premature  Birth 

11 

•906 

1-152 

no  stat.  available. 

Violent  Deaths 

(excluding  suicide) 

6 

•494 

0 

no  stat.  available 

*'Note  : These  averages 

include  the 

deaths 

from  Tuberculous 

Meningitis. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the 

above 

table  that  there  have  been 

18  deaths  from  Notifiable  Diseases,  inclusive  of  Pulmonary  and 
other  Tuberculous  diseases;  also  two  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough. 

The  death  rate  for  Phthisis  is  about  the  same,  but,  with  the 
fuller  utilisation  of  sanatorium  treatment,  and  education  as  to  the 
cause  and  prevention  of  the  disease  we  may  expect  to  find  pro- 
gressive improvement  as  the  years  go  on. 

The  Cancer  rate  is  about  the  same  as  in  1912,  or  a shade 

higher. 

Forty-two  persons  attained  the  age  of  70  and  over ; of  these 
25  were  males  and  17  females  ; 10  males  and  8 females  were  over  80 
years  of  age  at  their  death  ; 1 man  and  1 woman  lived  to  upwards  of 
90,  the  oldest,  a man,  died  at  Foxholes  in  his  94th  year. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

This  rate  works  out  at  120  754,  about  the  same  as  in  1911, 
and  greater  by  30  per  1000  births  than  in  1912  There  were  32 
deaths  in  all : — 
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12  of  these  deaths  were  due  to  Premature  Birth,  Debility  at 

birth,  and  Congenital  Malformation. 

9 were  attributed  to  Convulsions. 

1 to  Whooping  Cough. 

1 to  Diphtheria. 

2 to  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 to  Meningitis  (non-tuberculous). 

1 to  Diarrhoea. 

1 to  Bronchitis. 

Again  we  may  notice  the  absence  of  Diarrhoea  owing  to  a 
comparatively  cool  summer  with  less  flies. 

The  rate  in  England  and  Wales  for  1913  was  109  for  the 
whole  country.  In  the  96  larger  towns  it  was  116,  and  in  the  146 
smaller  towns  112,  whilst  in  the  rural  districts  ic  was  96;  in  London 
it  was  104. 

Out  of  22  illegitimate  children  born  8 died,  giving  a rate 
equal  to  363-63  per  1000  births  which  is  a large  increase  on  previous 
years,  and  considerably  beyond  the  average  for  the  whole  country, 
but  the  figures  are  so  small  that  it  would  be  a mistake  to  form  any 
deduction  from  them.  In  a succeeding  year  the  rate  might  be  down 
to  a lower  level,  and  the  average  of  at  least  25  years  should  be  taken 
to  estimate  a rate  in  a district  such  as  this,  with  a small  population. 

Of  6 illegitimate  children  born  in  the  Langtoft  Sub-District 
5 died  (in  1912  there  were  also  5 deaths  of  illegitimate  children  out 
of  a total  of  6 deaths  in  the  whole  Histrii  t),  and  here  it  may  be  noted 
that  the  birth  rate  in  Langtoft  is  the  lowest  of  the  Sub-Districts  for 
1913,  whilst  in  1912  it  was  the  highest : it  still  maintains  the  highest 
average  for  illegitimate  deaths,  i.e.  to  say  there  are  more  illegitimate 
children  die  in  the  Langtofc  Sub-District,  whatever  the  general 
birth  rate. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  50  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  in  1913, 
as  against  98  in  1912,  68  in  1911,  and  105  in  1910 

Of  this  number  nearly  half  (23  cases)  were  due  to  Tuber- 
culous diseases,  9 to  Diphtheria,  (with  2 deaths  of  children,  1 year 
and  7 months  respectively,  at  Wansford  and  Harpham),  8 to  Scarlet 
Fever,  no  deaths,  2 to  Enteric  Fever  (with  one  death  at  Kilham  and 
Foston  ref-'pectively). 

There  were  also  4 cases  of  Measles,  which  were  not  made  notifiable 
until  May  17th ; — 1 of  Puerperal  Fever,  and  1 of  Erysipelas. 

There  were  3 deaths  from  Measles  in  Little  Driffield  prior  to  May 
17th,  and  2 from  Whooping  Cough  (1  at  Foston  and  1 at  Wansford), 
6 from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  3 from  Tuberculous  meningitis,  and 
2 from  other  Tuberculous  diseases. 

To  sum  up : There  were  20  deaths  from  Infectious  Disease 
as  compared  with  16  in  1912  : and  of  these  15  were  due  to  those 
Infectious  Diseases  which  were  notifiable  at  the  times  of  death  : the 
surplus  over  1912  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  greater  number  of 
deaths  from  Tuberculous  Disease. 

The  death  rate  from  notifiable  disease  was  109.489  per  1,000 
deaths  or  about  11  per  cent  in  the  district  i e,  ^ per  cent  more  than 
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in  1912,  and  of  these  over  75  per  cent  are  attributable  to  Tuberculous 
Disease,  and  13  per  cent  to  I )iphtberia  and  Enteric  Fever  combined. 

There  were  no  epidemics  of  notifiable  disease  in  1913,  and 
only  one  school  had  to  be  closed  (Little  Driffield,  for  measles). 

This  gives  a rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  each  sub- 
district  roughly — Driffield  5,  Bainton  3,  Boston  4,  Lamgtoft  4. 

Table  giving  incidence  rate  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 
for  the  whole  and  separate  sub  districts  in  1913. 


Sub-district 

Population. 

No.  of  Cases. 

Rate  per 

Whole 

12138 

50 

6-0675 

Driffield 

3010 

16 

5T466 

Bainton 

3440 

11 

31976 

Foston 

2204 

9 

4-0834 

Langtoft 

3484 

J4 

4-0183 

Driffield  Sub-District. 

Sixteen  cases  in  all  were  notified ; of  these  4 were 
Diphtheria,  4 Scarlet  Fever,  5 Pulmonary  Tuberculosis,  2 of  other 
forms  of  Tuberculous  Disease,  and  1 of  Measles. 

One  child  died  from  Diphtheria  and  none  from  Tuberculous 
Diseases,  so  that  there  was  only  one  death  from  Notifiable  Disease. 


Bainton  Sub-District. 

Eleven  cases  in  all  were  notified ; of  these  2 were 
Diphtheria,  1 Scarlet  Fever,  1 Puerperal  Fever,  4 Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis, 3 of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

Two  persons  died  from  Pulmonary,  and  2 from  other  forms 
of  Tuberculous  Disease. 


Boston  Sub-District. 

, There  were  9 cases  notified  ; 1 of  Diphtheria,  1 of 
Erysipfias,  1 of  Scarlet  Fever,  2 of  Enteric  Fever,  2 of  Pulmonary, 
and  2 of  other  Tuberculous  Diseases. 

There  was  1 death  (child)  from  Diphtheria  and  1 from 
Enteric  Fever.  The  case  of  Diphtheria  was  of  obscure  origin,  tnat 
of  Enteric  was  probably  contracted  at  Frodingham,  where  the 
patient  had  been  living  with  her  son,  but  the  particular  source  of 
infection  was  not  ascertained.  One  death  was  from  Phthisis,  and 
2 from  other  Tuberculous  Diseases. 


Langtoft  Sub-District. 

There  were  14  cases  notified ; 2 of  Diphtheria,  2 of  Scarlet 
Fever,  2 of  Enteric  Fever  (with  one  death),  3 of  Pulmonary,  2 of 
other  Tuberculous  Diseases,  and  there  were  3 cases  of  Measles 
notified. 
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There  were  2 deaths  from  Phthisis : the  causes  of  the 
Enteric  cases  was  not  ascertained. 


Note. — There  was  a severe  epidemic  of  Measles  at  Little 
Driffield  in  January  with  8 deaths.  This  disease  was 
made  compulsorily  notifiable  by  your  Council  on  May 
17th,  1913. 

CLINICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL 

WORK. 

Sixty-three  specimens  were  sent  for  investigation  to  the 
Clinical  Eesearch  Association  in  London,  who  undertake  these 
examinations  for  the  E.E.  County  Council. 

Of  these  9 were  for  Tubercle — 43  for  Diphtheria,  6 for 
Enteric  Eever,  and  5 of  Suspected  Water. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  results  : — 


Tubercle 

Negative. 

7 

Positive. 

2 

Total. 

9 

Diphtheria 

27 

16 

43 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

2 

6 

Water 

1 

4 

5 

39 

24 

63 

’ It  is  interesting  in  this  connection  to  note  that  one  particular 
case  of  Diptheria  is  accountable  for  10  of  these  analyses,  8 positive 
and  2 negative.  The  patient,  a man  of  34  years  of  age,  was  taken  ill 
early  in  August  and  his  throat  was  not  pronounced  free  from  the 
disease  until  November  3rd.  I saw  him  on  August  11th  ; he  was  then 
downstairs  eating  his  dinner  and  apparently  well,  but  he  was 
evidently  a '•  carrier.” 

Of  the  Water  tested  and  found  poUuted  two  of  the  samples 
were  from  the  Maramatte  cistern,  which  had  been  twice  tested 
previously  with  a like  result  This  cistern  had  been  thoroughly 
renovated  and  disinfected  and  yet  the  pollution  continued— and  lean 
only  account  for  it  by  supposing  that  in  the  passage  of  years  its  walls 
had  become  so  saturated  and  contaminated,  as  to  give  off  on  the  in- 
side an  uninterrupted  quantity  of  dangerous  organisms. 

The  samples  were  sent  on  March  25th  and  July  30th  res- 
pectively. An  entirely  new  cistern  is  now  being  built  in  a different 
position,  and  it  is  hoped  by  these  means  to  procure  a supply  of  pure 
water. 

The  other  two  positive  cases  were  from  a well  at  Foston  and 
from  a cistern  at  Mill  Cottages,  Sledmere.  The  Foston  water  was 
examined  on  the  14th  of  March.  There  had  been  a case  of  Enteric 
Fever  on  February  17th  in  the  village,  and  this  well  adjoined  the 
churchyard.  It  has  now  been  permanently  closed. 

No  specific  illness  could  be  traced  to  the  Mill  Cottages’ 


water. 
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GENERAL  REMARKS. 

Many  notices  of  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases  have  been 
received  from  the  teachers  of  the  various  schools  during  1912,  and 
Measles  have  been  made  notifiable  since  May  17th,  since  which  date 
printed  circulars  of  instructions  have  been  forwarded  to  the  person  in 
charge  of  each  case  of  Measles,  and  care  will  be  taken  as  far  as  possible 
that  the  parents  are  personally  interviewed  and  that  stress  is  laid  on 
the  necessity  of  lessening  the  chance  of  fatal  pneumonia  or  bronchitis 
by  keeping  the  children  in  warm  rooms  until  the  disease  has  passed. 

At  the  time  of  writing  (27th  February,  1914)  a severe  epidemic 
of  measles  has  been  prevalent  in  Sledmere  and  Wetwangand  the  neigh- 
bourhood (over  250  cases)  — but  so  far  no  death  has  been  notified  — 
which  I attribute  in  some  measure  to  the  extra  precautions  taken  in 
view  of  the  notification  of  this  disease,  and  the  recognition  of  its 
serious  nature  when  neglected. 

Cases  of  Chicken  Pox  have  been  reported  from  Bainton, 
Middleton,  Little  Driffield,  Boston,  Kelk  and  Beeford.  Also  a few 
cases  of  Ringworm  from  Weaverthorpe  ; of  Influenza  from  Xafferton  ; 
of  Mumps  from  Middleton  and  Cranswick  ; and  of  Whooping  Cough 
from  NafiPerton,  Wansford  and  Lowthorpe. 

Twenty-three  cases  of  Tuberculous  Disease  (14  of  Pulmonary 
and  9 of  other  forms)  have  been  notified  in  1913  as  against  17  in  1912. 

The  Isolation  Hospital  is  still  one  of  the  things  to  be  desired, 
but  I am  glad  to  hear  that  the  County  Council  have  decided  upon  the 
construction  of  one  at  an  early  date,  and  that  a suitable  site  has  been 
found  where  pure  water  and  adequate  drainage  exist.  I still  think,  as 
mentioned  in  my  last  Annual  Report,  that  it  should  be  in  the  immedi- 
ate neighbourhood  of  Driffield,  and  hope  the  County  Council  will  think 
likewise,  for  the  reasons  then  advanced. 

HOUSING  ACT  1909. 

During  the  past  year  another  inspection  has  been  made  of 
the  whole  district. 

1631  Cottages  rented  at  less  than  2/6  a week  have  been 
inspected,  in  the  different  villages,  and  the  results  are  given  in  the 
table  below. 

Roughly  speaking  the  best-housed  cottagers  live  in  the 
villages  of  Stedmere,  Helperthorpe,  Lowthorpe  and  Harpham  ; then 
come  Southburn,  (laiton,  Skerne  and  Nafferton,  Sunderlandwick 
and  Fimber : — those  in  Weaverthorpe,  Kilham,  Luttons,  Gembling 
and  Watton  may  he  described  as  moderate,  whilst  the  remaining  26 
villages  occupying  an  intermediate  position  and  may  be  described  as 
very  fair. 

New  cottages  are  required  in  the  following  places  : Bracken 
(2) : Brigham  (2)  : Cottam  (2):  Eastburn  (2):  Gembling  (2):  Little 
Kelk  (2)  : Skerne  <3)  : Nafferton  (6)  : Hutton  Cranswick  (6)  : Watton 
(6)  : and  at  Cowlam  and  Sledmere  houses  would  soon  be  occupied  if 
some  more  were  built. 
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TABLES 

OF  COTTAGES, 

(1631). 

Occupied  by 

1 person  only 

218 

>>  »> 

2 j»  ,, 

432 

»>  j> 

3 M ,, 

494 

i> 

^ )>  }> 

293 

over 

4 

^ j>  >) 

104 

unoccupied 

• • • • • • 

90 

1631 

Containing  1 

room  only 

3 

2 

>)  >> 

117 

3 

>» 

119 

..  4 

i}  n 

...  1064 

,,  5 

M *1 

328 

1631 

STATE  OF  REPAIR  AND  SANITARY  CONDITION. 


Good  ...  ...  ...  341 

Fair  ...  ...  ...  1160 

Bad  ...  ...  ...  130 

1631 

Overcrowded  cottages  ...  ...  12 


Beeford  (1),  Langtoft  (2),  Middleton  (1), 
Cranswick  (6),  Weaverthorpe  (2). 

No.  of  additional  Cottages  required  in  the  Rural 
District — 39. 


TABULAR  STATEMENT  UNDER  ARTICLE  V.  OF  THE 
HOUSING  REGULATIONS  OF  SEPT.  2nd,  1910. 


No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  under  the  Act  (Section  17)  1631 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  found  unfit  for  human  habitation  30 

Representations  made  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  2 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  none. 

Dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  without 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  2 

Dwelling  houses  which,  after  the  making  of  Closing  Orders, 

were  put  into  a fit  state  for  human  habitation  none. 

Houses  voluntarily  closed  by  owners,  (Kilham  8),  (North 

Frodingham  2).  10 


GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  TO  EXIST. 

Dampness  (owing  to  absence  of  damp-proof  courses)  defec- 
tive drainage,  defective  privies,  defective  paving  of  yards,  and 
defective  spouting  of  roofs,  and  in  a few  instances  defective  roofs. 

Taking  them  as  a whole,  the  cottages  were  in  a fairly 
satisfactory  condition,  with  the  exception  of  the  dampness  which 


10 


prevails  universal' y in  cottages  that  have  been  built  more  than  15 
years  : under  the  new  Building  Bye-Laws  this  feature  will  disappear, 
as  no  cottages  may  now  be  built  without  damp-proof  courses. 

Most  of  the  owners,  whose  attention  has  been  called  to  the 
defects,  have  evinced  their  willingness  to  reme'ly  them;  some  are 
slack  in  the  matter,  and  will  have  to  be  pressed. 

In  eleven  villages  out  of  forty  one  some  more  cottages  are 
needed,  and  in  a few  of  the  others,  if  new  ones  were  buiit,  they  would 
soon  be  occupied. 

It  has  been  stated  by  the  Government  that  those  Councils 
who  take  this  question  in  hand  promptly  will  not  lose  by  it  financially, 
when  the  Government  proposals  are  placed  on  the  Statute  book. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

There  are  35  on  the  register  with  159  cows.  They  have  been 
frequently  visited  during  1913,  and  no  special  defects  have  been 
reported. 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  in  milch  cows  occasionally  come  to  my 
notice  through  the  police  ; there  were  3 such  reported  in  1.91  3;  all  were 
slaughtered  ; they  were  in  three  separate  parishes,  and  only  one  cow 
belonged  to  a dairy  which  was  registered  for  the  sale  of  milk. 

I should  like  to  see  a systematic  and  periodic  examination 
of  all  milch  cows  in  the  district  made  by  a veterinary  surgeon  with  a 
view  to  the  detection  of  Tuberculosis,  for  it  is  chiefly  through  infected 
milk  that  abdominal  Tuberculosis  is  conveyed  to  children. 

SCAVENGING  AND  NUISANCES 

Apart  from  the  Housing  Inspection  77  nuisances  have  been 
found  and  72  have  been  abated;  the  others  are  being  dealt  with. 

There  were  3 cases  of  overcrowding  — at  Kirkburn,  Middleton, 
and  West  Button  ; these  have  been  abated  without  having  recourse  to 
legal  proceedings. 

Various  defective  privies,  leaking  roofs,  ashpits,  drains  and 
gullies  have  undergone  repairs  and  many  yards  have  been  newly  paved. 

The  details  appear  in  the  sanitary  work  table,  a copy  of  which 
has  been  furnished  to  your  Council. 

As  your  Council  has  decided  not  ‘to  take  any  steps  with 
regard  to  public  scavenging  in  the  larger  villages,  I will  merely  refer 
here  to  the  remarks  made  in  previous  reports  on  that  topic  as  embody- 
ing iry  own  views  to-day. 

RAINFALL,  1913. 

The  amount  of  rain  has  been  only  two-thirds  of  the  rainfall 
in  1912,  and  very  little  more  than  in  the  dry  summer  of  1911,  i.e.  to 
say  21 T 2 inches  as  against  33*68  and  20  respectively.  Thixendale, 
which  is  one  of  the  wettest  districts  in  the  East  Riding,  had  25*87 
inches  as  com[)ared  with  38*175  in  1912. 

October  was  the  wettest  month  with  14  wet  days  and  3*75 
inches  of  rain:  January  had  2*90  inches:  February,  July,  August 
and  September  only  2*85  between  them. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

The  three  systems  — at  Nafferton,  Kilham  and  Middleton  — 
have  been  inspected  once  a month  throughout  the  year  and  are  in 
proper  working  order. 

A pump  to  raise  the  low  level  sewage  at  the  station  end  of 
Nafferlon  has  been  ordered,  and  will  soon  be  in  working  order;  this 
will  be  worked  by  the  pressure  of  water  in  the  reservoir  mains. 

(N.B.  —This  pump  started  working  on  Feb.  5th,  1914.) 

The  main  sewer  at  Nafferton  is  flushed  monthly. 

A new  drain  is  being  laid  at  North  Frodingham  and  will  be 
completed  during  1914. 

FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  no  factories  in  the  district,  but  109  workshops,  the 
majority  of  which  are  Tailors’,  Joiners’,  Blacksmiths’,  Shoemakers’  and 
Saddlers’. 

These  have  all  been  visited  during  the  year,  and  little  fault 
has  been  found  with  them. 

A warehouse  at  Fimber  Station  which  had  no  privy  has  been 
attended  to  and  a privy  provided,  and  some  blacksmiths’  shops  have 
been  whitewashed  at  West  Button,  Hutton  and  Hranswick. 

The  owners  keep  them  in  a proper  sanitary  condition,  and 
carry  out  such  suggestions  as  are  made  Irom  time  to  time. 

GENERAL  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

The  chief  want  in  the  District  is  an  Isolation  Hospital  : this 
want,  I trust,  will  soon  be  remedied. 

The  epidemics  of  Diphtheria  at  Wetwang  and  Nafferton  seem 
to  have  somewhat  exhausted  the  soil  for  the  present,  but  until  we  have 
an  Isolation  Hospital  (without  the  stigma  of  the  Workhouse  attached 
to  it),  as  well  as  compulsory  powers  to  send  the  first  cases  there,  we 
shall  be  exposed  to  the  liability  of  Epidemics  in  the  future. 

Dairy  cows  should  be  veterinarily  inspected,  and  strict  cleanli- 
ness should  be  enforced  among  milkers. 

Additional  houses  should  be  constructed  to  supply  a much 
needed  want  in  certain  villages  ; attention  is  called  to  this  specifically 
under  the  section  on  Housing. 

Some  provision  for  the  carrying  out  of  post-mortem  examin- 
ations is  a desideratum. 


I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant. 

Thos.  Sanctuary,  M.D. 

Driffield, 

February  27th,  1914. 


DRIFFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Sanitary  Inspector's  Report 

For  the  Year  Ending  Dec*  3Jsh  1913. 

HOUSING  INSPECTION. 

During  the  year  another  inspection  had  been  made  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  if  New  Cottages  were  required  for  the  District. 

1631  Cottages  were  visited  with  a rental  of  under  £6  10s.  Od. 
per  annum  and  a special  report  submitted  to  th  ^ Council  in 
November. 

NUISANCES. 

77  Nuisances  of  various  kinds  have  been  dealt  with,  inclu- 
ding 3 cases  of  Overcrowding,  which  have  been  abated  without 
having  to  take  legal  proceedings  ; Privies  and  Ashpits,  Leaking  Roofs, 
Drains  and  Gullies,  have  undergone  repairs  and  yards  new  paved. 
Six  Cottages  have  been  demolished  and  eight  New  Cottages  built  and 
one  rebuilt. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  Filter  Beds  at  Nafferton  and  Kilham  and  the  Sewage 
Outfall  at  Middleton  are  visited  and  inspected  at  least  once  each 
month  ; the  Flushing  of  the  Main  Sewer  at  Nafferton  is  also  super- 
intended monthly. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

The  Wells  at  Weaverthorpe,  Tibthorpe,  Brigham,  Kilham, 
North  Dalton,  Langtoft,  Hutton,  Wetwang,  Butterwick  Frodingham 
and  Helperthorpe,  have  undergone  repairs. 

The  Ponds  at  Fiinber,  Wetwang,  Langtoft,  Middleton, 
Helperthorpe,  Foxholes,  Foston  and  North  Dalton  have  been  cleaned 
out.  ' 


COWSHEDS  AND  DIARIES. 

These  have  been  kept  under  supervision  and  visited  at 
various  times  during  the  year. 

WORKSHOPS. 

These  have  been  inspected  during  the  year ; a New  Privy 
has  been  provided  at  a warehouse  at  Fimber  for  use  of  the  workmen. 
Three  blacksmiths  viz.  at  West  Lutton,  Hutton  and  Cranswick 
have  Limewashed  their  shops  by  my  order.  All  others  found  in 
a fairly  satisfactory  condition. 


James  W Sumner, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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